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CREATING A VITAL, INVITING DOWNTOWN LEWISTON WHICH WILL PROMOTE QUALITY       

BUSINESS, CULTURAL, AND COMMUNITY GROWTH 

WITH THE NEW YEAR... 
By: Breanne Durham, Executive Director 

It seems timely to use Beautiful Downtown 

Lewistonôs first newsletter of 2012 to share a 

list of changes (least of which is a format 

change to this newsletter) that our organiza-

tion and our downtown district will be going 

through over the next year: 

 

This new year will surely be one of big 

change in downtown Lewiston! With the 

demolition and subsequent remodel/rebuild 

of both the new Lewiston City Library build-

ing and the URA street rebuild project of 1st 

and 5th, BDL is very excited about the     

major improvement projects that are now 

underway. Included in this category is the 

street level space of Clearwater Hall (402 

Main Street), which is now under construc-

tion and slated to open for LCSC Adult Basic 

Education and GED Prep. this summer. 

Though some of these projects will require 

flexibility and understanding by neighboring 

businesses during the construction phase, the 

end result of these major improvement pro-

jectsða more attractive, efficient, and bus-

tling downtown districtð will greatly benefit 

the downtown as a whole.  

 

On the organizational front, BDL has begun 

the process of applying to change our non-

profit status from a 501(c)6 to a 501(c)3. 

This change will benefit BDLôs members, 

sponsors, and Friends of Downtown, as   

contributions to a 501(c)3 non-profit are 

eligible for deduction. We are eager to com-

plete the process and offer this new benefit to 

our generous supporters! 

 

BDLôs Board of Directors has also gone 

through a few changes recently. At the De-

cember board meeting, Angela VanTassel, 

Sr. Business Relationship Manager with 

Wells Fargo in Lewiston, was elected as the 

2012 BDL President. John Roy and Michelle 

Witthaus were appointed to renew terms as 

Vice President and Secretary, respectively; 

and Vikky Ross will take on the roll as BDL 

Treasurer. Herb Boreson, who served as 

President for two years, will remain on the 

board as Past President. I hope you will all 

join me in  welcoming Angela and giving 

sincere thanks to Herb for his service and 

dedication to downtown Lewiston!   

 

One of my favorite things about putting to-

gether these newsletters is the opportunity it 

provides me to step back and look at the big 

picture; it truly is an exciting time to be part 

of the revitalization that is happening every 

day in downtown Lewiston. In the midst of 

these, and other, big changes that will be 

occurring in 2012, I encourage you each to 

do the sameðI think youôll see that youôre 

part of a transformation that is benefiting not 

just Main Street, but our whole community. 

u BDL BOARD PRESIDENT, 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
FROM BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN LEWISTON 



By: Angela VanTassel, BDL President 

In 2010, BDL conducted a survey 

comprised of various questions 

regarding the downtown district.  

The survey was conducted multi-

ple times over the year at BDL 

events as well as at some partici-

pating downtown merchants.  Re-

sponses were tallied and analyzed 

for trends that needed further in-

vestigation.   

 

In 2011, the Economic Restructur-

ing Committee narrowed the most 

common trends identified to four 

areas that needed further public 

comment, and decided to enlist the 

assistance of randomly selected 

community members to participate 

in a focus group. The intent of the 

follow-up was simply to determine 

what types of businesses and 

events BDL should be focusing on 

for recruitment and promotional 

purposes. 

 

 I had the opportunity to facilitate 

the discussion for one of the four 

groups.  Each group was asked the 

same four questions:   

¶ What youth attractions/
businesses would you like to see 

downtown? 

¶ What types of dining estab-
lishments would you like to see 

downtown? 

¶ What types of retail estab-
lishments would you like to see 

downtown? 

¶ What events would you 
attend downtown? 

 

Each individual was encouraged 

to be candid in their responses, 

whether positive or negative.  

Responses were wide in range, 

and often times took me by sur-

prise.  After the event, each facil-

itator provided the info that had 

been gathered from their group 

and a punch list of information 

was created.  This information 

will be used for future planning 

and recruitment of businesses to 

fill vacancies in Downtown. 

 

As I left the event, I spent quite a 

bit of time reflecting on the vari-

ous responses I heard during the 

evening.  I was particularly en-

couraged by the ideas that were 

presented and the attitude that we 

can make a difference, but I 

think the most enlightening com-

ment that I heard all evening 

came from a college aged partici-

pant that grew up out of state.  

The comment was, ñEven with 

the empty buildings, there is a 

feeling of ambiance to our 

Downtown.ò  As I was thinking 

about her comment, it occurred 

to me that not too long ago I 

heard a similar statement from a 

co-worker that is located in Spo-

kane.   

 

I started to wonder if my vision 

has become blurred to my sur-

roundings.  I have worked in 

Downtown Lewiston since 

March of 2000.  During the past 

12 years, I have seen many 

changes, but have always been 

focused on what needs to be 

improved, not what has been and 

is being done.  Thanks to com-

ments from visitors to our down-

town district, lately Iôve stood 

back and taken a different look.  

Yes, we do have vacant proper-

ties that are begging for tenants, 

but we also have a steady stream 

of visitors to our BDL events and 

we have had some construction 

and art projects that have had 

amazing results.  As we begin 

2012, I ask you to stand back, 

delete any previous impressions, 

and take a new look at Beautiful 

Downtown Lewiston.  You may 

be surprised at what you see. 

 

Oh, and if you are interested in 

more detailed responses of the 

focus group, Iôd be happy to 

share them. 

BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN LEWISTON 

MEMBERS: 
Thank you for 
your support! 

Corporate  

Avista Corporation 

City of Lewiston 

 

Media 

Big Country 97.7/98.5 K Hits 

Digital Barn 

IdaVend Broadcasting 

John Roy & Associates 

KLEW TV 

KOZE AM/FM 

Lewiston Tribune 

Northwest Media Productions 

Pacific Empire Radio 

 

Key 

Bridal Path 

The Deluxe Deli & Ballroom 

The Diamond Shop 

Edward Jones/Scott Arnone 

H & R Block 

Headmasters School of Hair Design 

Idaho History Tours 

Idaho Impressions 

Inland Cellular 

Land Title of Nez Perce Co. 

Main Street Grill 

Morganôs Alley 

My Architect 

Port of Lewiston 

Stonebraker McQuary Insurance 

Valley Vision 

 

Business 

Art and Frame at Klingôs 

Advantage Advertising 

Alexander Investors 

ArtBeat, Inc. 

B & I Computers 

Bott & Associates 

Cannonôs Building Materials Center 

Castellaw Kom Architects 

ChangePoint 

Coldwell Banker Tomlinson Assoc. 

CornerStone Interiors 

Creason, Moore, Dokken & Geidl 

D.A. Davidson 

Digital Barn Productions 

Follettôs Mountain Sports 

Hahn Supply & Rental 

IdaVend Broadcasting 

Image! Design Center 

Interiors, Etc! 

Intermountain Claims 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Angela VanTassel 

Wells Fargo Bank 

President 

 

John Roy 

John Roy & Associates 

Vice President 

 

Michelle Witthaus 

Northwest Media 

Secretary 

 

Vikky Ross 

Morganôs Alley 

Treasurer 

Herb Boreson 

The Diamond Shop 

Past President 

 

Jennifer Boyer 

Bridal Path 

 

Wayne Hollingshead 

Lewiston Tribune 

 

Clarice Mattoon 

Jazzyôs in Towne Square 

 

Joe Strohmaier 

Land Title of Nez Perce Co.  

Scott Trotter 

Image! Design Center 

 

Kristin Gibson 

Kristin Gibson Real Estate 

 

Brad Cannon 

Cannonôs BMC 

Ex-Officio 

 

Kristin Kemak 

Lewis Clark Valley Chamber  

Ex-Officio 

 

 

FROM THE BOARD: 

Focusing Our Efforts       

& Appreciating Our 

Strengths 



Cornerstone       
Interiors Reopens 
on Main Street 
The interior design business is thrilled 

with their new location! 

In August, Jeanine Bennett and 

husband Brad Swan, owners of 

Cornerstone Interiors, were wear-

ing hazmat suits, tearing out the 

floor of their newly purchased 

building. Just a few short months 

(and many, many hours of hard 

work) later, they are enjoying a 

beautiful new home for their interi-

or design business in a renovated 

building at 1112 Main Street.  

 

Last year, after deciding to sell 

their former building (411 D 

Street) to the City of Lewiston to 

use for the new Lewiston City  

Library, the couple began look-

ing for a new downtown location 

for their business.  

 

Jeanine says they 

love their new  

building, location, 

and neighbors. ñI 

was a little sad at first about not 

being in the heart of downtown, 

but now that weôre here I canôt 

believe how much foot traffic 

weôre getting!ò  

 

Despite the months of hard 

work, the building renovation 

process was rewarding for the 

Cornerstone Interiors crew, par-

ticularly when tearing peg board 

and plaster off an interior wall 

revealed a vintage Coca Cola 

sign, formerly a mural on the 

adjacent building. Jeanine says 

she has even had a 

Coca Cola VP 

from Salt Late 

City visit her new 

building to take a 

look at the unique 

piece of art, which Jeanine chose 

to leave exposed. 

 

Whether your interest lies in the 

vintage mural, the wide selection 

of quality home d®cor items, or 

the fact that they just became a 

gallery for Duralee fabric, we 

encourage you to visit Corner-

stone Interiors at their new loca-

tion! Stay tuned for information 

about an open house event, 

planned for February.  

I canôt believe how much 

foot traffic weôre getting! 

JEANINE BENNETT 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 

consectetuer adipiscing elit, 

sed diam nonummy nibh  

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore erat magna aliquam 

erat volutpatut  wisi enim ad 

minim veniam, quis nostrud 

exerci tation lorem wisi  

ullamcorper. Et iusto odio te 

ignissim qui duis dolore te 

feugait nulla facilisi.  

orem ipsum dolor sit amet. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: 

Judy Higueria 
Jazzyôs in Towne Square 

Joe Hall Ford 

John Roy & Associates 

Jurgens & Co., P.A. 

K & G Construction 

KOZE AM/FM 

Keeton & Tait 

Kristin Gibson 

La Boheme 

Largentôs 

Lewiston Tribune 

Lewis Clark Recyclers, Inc.  

Martin Insurance 

Northwest Media Productions 

Northwestern Mutual Financial 

Pacific Empire Radio 

Pacific Steel & Recycling 

Pals Sports Bar 

Printcraft Printing 

Pure Magic Media Creations 

Ridingerôs Photography 

Ronda Realtor 

St. Joseph Regional Medical Center 

Shinn Reimers 

Simple Reflections 

The Stained Glass Co. 

Sylvan Furniture 

Tri-State Outfitters 

Tom Woods Insurance 

TTJS' Inc. Boomers, CandyStore, 

Boomtown 

Twin River National Bank 

US Bank 

Wells Fargo Bank 

Zionôs Bank 

 

Non-Profit 

Community Action Partnership 

Hope Chapel 

LCSC Center for Arts & History 

LC Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Lewiston Historic Preservation  

UI Extension/Nez Perce Co. 

YWCA 

 

Friends of Downtown 
Steve Forge 

Dan & Cindi Mader 

Steve Watson 

Dennis Ohrtman 

Herb Boreson 

Bill Johnson 

Mitch Silvers 

Judy Higueria 

Linda Joyner-Jones 

Jan Durham 

Charlette & Richard Kremer 

Richard & Jeanette Morgan 

Jill Thomas-Jorgenson 

Edwin Litteneker 

Kathee Tifft 

If you have ever attended one of BDLôs many commu-

nity events, you have probably seen Judy Higueria busy 

at the information table or coordinating family activi-

ties. Judy is one of BDLôs most dedicated Promotions 

Committee volunteers. When sheôs not working as an 

Accounts Executive for KLEW TV, Judy generously 

donates time to help BDL put on events like Alive After 

5 and Pumpkin Palooza.  

 

ñI first got involved with BDL because many of my 

clients have businesses in downtown Lewiston,ò says 

Judy. ñAs I grew to know and love my clients, I felt a 

genuine urgency to help their businesses suceed.  Beau-

tifying downtown Lewiston, helping the community 

appreciate the treasure we have here, encouraging others 

to shop locally and promoting events that bring families 

and neighbors downtown is a very important way to 

help our small business district thrive. 

 

ñIôve enjoyed tremendously volunteering with my fami-

ly members in the exciting events sponsored by BDL.ò 

 

Thank you, Judy, for seeing downtown Lewiston as 

such an important part of our community, and for 

choosing to volunteer with our organization! 

INTERESTED IN                 

VOLUNTEERING? 
 

Beautiful Downtown Lewiston has            

a number of exciting and rewarding   

volunteer opportunities available.  

 
Please contact Breanne Durham at 

breanne@beautifuldowntownlewiston.org 

if you are interested in learning more. 

  

Be part of BDLôs mission to create a 

vital, inviting downtown Lewiston! 

*ÕÄÙ (ÉÇÕÅÒÉÁȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ +ÅÌÌÉȟ 
ÁÔ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÅ $Ï×ÎÔÏ×Î ÅÖÅÎÔȢ  



FIRST SHOP DOWNTOWN CAMPAIGN A SUCCESS! 
Beautiful Downtown Lewistonôs first Shop Downtown campaign was very well received by down-

town businesses and holiday shoppers alike. Twenty three downtown merchants signed up to be part 

of the month-long shopping campaign, which reminded shoppers about the multitude of quality 

shops and restaurants located in downtown Lewiston.  

The grand prize drawing and individual store drawings were conducted early this week. Laura 

VonTersch is the recipient of the grand prize Downtown Shopping Spree, worth over $1,000!       

Ms. VonTersch said she enjoyed the campaign and was encouraged by the passport drawing to shop 

at businesses she had not yet visited.  

Thank you to all the shoppers who participated in our first Shop Downtown campaign! You made a 

positive impact on your local economy by choosing to do your holiday shopping downtown. 

EXHIBIT OPENING ON JANUARY 13, 4-7 PM 
An Opening Reception will be held on Friday, January 13, 4pm-7pm, at the LCSC 

Center for Arts & History (415 Main Street) for the following exhibits: 

 

Doug Davidson: The Face of Peru ð- A perspective of Peru's inhabitants through 

color photography. This exhibition is a celebration of indigenous people and their life-

style; "honest representations of daily life" in Peru . 

 

Ludmilla Parez Saskova: Good Girl (film) ð- A short documentary about artist and 

chocolate entrepreneur Marilyn Lysohire of Cowgirl Chocolates. Ludmilla's work has 

been influenced by Georgian filmmaker Sergei Paradjanov and Czech surrealist 

filmmaker Jan Svankmajer.  

 

Karri Dieken: Conversations in a Sea of Land ð- An mixed media installation that 

incorporates a narrative within patern and space. The overall theme of the installation 

relates to the endless sea of land across the Palouse . 

RIBBON/HAIR CUTTING 
On Friday, December 16, 2011, Beautiful Downtown Lewiston and the Lew-

is Clark Valley Chamber of Commerce joined together to officially welcome 

another new business to downtown Lewiston. The Locker Room is a special-

ty menôs salon that features haircut and cold beverage combos for $15. They 

also provide a comfortable and clean atmosphere where customers can enjoy 

a game of pool, their favorite sports game, and choice from a large selection 

of beers.  

We encourage you to welcome the Locker Room to town by visiting their 

Towne Square location (corner of 5th and Main Streets) for a unique sports 

atmosphere as well as a great selection of team merchandise.  

VACANT PROPERTY MEETING 
Property owners with vacant storefronts are invited to a social and infor-

mational event, hosted by Beautiful Downtown Lewiston. The event will 

take place on Wednesday, January 11, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Simple 

Eats, located in Towne Square (504 Main Street). The purpose of this 

event is to provide useful information and resources to property owners 

looking to fill currently vacant spaces with the right tenants! BDL will 

provide information about creative ways to market your space, as well as 

an optional survey which is intended to help us identify how we can bet-

ter serve you and reach our common goal of filling downtown buildings 

with quality businesses. Call Breanne at 208.790.1148 with questions.  


